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         23rd May 2008



Dear Liam



RE: Hicham Yessa – ref: Y76064 

I was shocked to discover late this evening that Hicham Yessa is to be deported on Tuesday 27th May 2008.  It seems to me that this follows a clumsy response, under anti terrorism legislation to the incident at Nottingham University.  This has been widely reported in the press.

I can see no reason for an emergency deportation of Mr Hicham Yessa other than to cover the embarrassment of Police and Intelligence services.  Mr Yessa and his solicitors should be allowed far more than the bank holiday to make the case for his continued presence in the United Kingdom.  To race him out of the country will only provoke widespread protests against an arbitrary deportation with no right to a proper hearing.

Mr Hicham Yessa was scheduled for a hearing on 16th July 2008.  I can see no reason why you should race this forward and would urge you to revert to the original timescale with which a proper hearing and proper representations can be made.

Yours sincerely
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Alan Simpson MP

Enc

